reactions, are suitable. 

la addition to prokaryotes, eukaryotic microbes such as filamentous fungi or yeast are suitable cloning 
or expression hosts for PRO-encoding vectors. Saccharomyces cerevisiae is a commonly used lower eukaryotic 
host microorganism. Others include Schizosaccharomyces pombe (Beach and Nurse, Nature. 290: 140 [1981]; 
EP 139,383 published 2 May 1985); Kluyveromyces hosts (U.S. Patent No. 4,943,529; Fleer et al., 
5 Bio/Technology . 9:968-975 (1991)) suchas, e.g., K. lactis (MW98-8C, CBS683, CBS4574; Louvencourtetal., 
J.Bacteriol.. 154(2):737-742 [1983]), K. fragitts (ATCC 12,424), K.bidgaricus (ATCC 16,045), K. wickeramii 
(ATCC 24,178), K. waltii (ATCC 56,500), K. drosophilarum (ATCC 36,906; Van den Berg et al., 
Bio/Technology . 8: 135 (1990)), K, thermotolerans, and K. marxianus; yarrowia (EP 402,226); Pichia pastoris 
(EP 183,070; Sreekrishna etal., J. Basic Microbiol. . 28:265-278 [1988]); Candida; Trichoderma reesia (EP 
10 244,234); Neurospora crassa (Case et al. , Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. USA . 76:5259-5263 [1979]); Schwarmiomyces 
such as Sckwanniomyces occidentalis (EP 394,538 published 31 October 1990); and filamentous fungi such as, 

" e.g., Neurospora, Penicillium, Totypocladium<y>fO 91/00357 published 10 January 1991), md Aspergillus hosts 

such as A. nidukms (Ballance et al., Biochem. Biophvs. Res. Commun, . 112:284-289 [1983]; Tilburn et al., 

I' Gene . 26:205-221 [1983]; Yelton et al. , Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. USA. 81 : 1470-1474 [1984]) mdA. niger (Kelly 

? 15 and Hynes, EMBO J.. 4:475-479 [1985]). Methylotropic yeasts are suitable herein and include, but are not 

T limited to, yeast capable of growth on methanol selected from the genera consisting of Hansenula, Candida, 
Kloeckera, Pichia, Saccharomyces, Torulopsis, and Rhodotorula. A list of specific species that are exemplary 

* " of this class of yeasts may be found in C. Anthony, The Biochemistry of Methvlotrophs . 269 (1982). 

I Suitable host cells for the expression of glycosylated PRO are derived from multicellular organisms. 

- 20 Examples of invertebrate cells include insect cells such as Drosophila S2 and Spodoptera Sf9, as well as plant 
cells. Examples of useful mammalian host cell lines include Chinese hamster ovary (CHO) and COS cells. 
More specific examples include monkey kidney CV1 line transformed by SV40 (COS-7, ATCC CRL 1651); 
human embryonic kidney line (293 or 293 cells subcloned for growth in suspension culture, Graham et al., L 
Gen Virol. . 36:59 (1977)); Chinese hamster ovary cells/-DHFR (CHO, Urlaub and Chasin, Proc. Natl. Acad. 
25 Sci. USA . 77:4216 (1980)); mouse Sertoli cells (TM4, Mather, Biol. Reprod. . 23:243-251 (1980)); humanlung 
cells (W138, ATCC CCL 75); human liver cells (Hep G2, HB 8065); and mouse mammary tumor (MMT 
060562, ATCC CCL51). The selection of the appropriate host cell is deemed to be within the skill in the art. 

3. Selection and Use of a Replicable Vector 

30 The nucleic acid (e.g. , cDNA or genomic DNA) encoding PRO may be inserted into a replicable vector 

for cloning (amplification of the DNA) or for expression. Various vectors are publicly available. The vector 
may, for example, be in the form of a plasmid, cosmid, viral particle, or phage. The appropriate nucleic acid 
sequence may be inserted into the vector by a variety of procedures. In general, DNA is inserted into an 
appropriate restriction endonuclease site(s) using techniques known in the art. Vector components generally 

35 include, but are not limited to, one or more of a signal sequence, an origin of replication, one or more marker 
genes, an enhancer element, a promoter, and a transcription termination sequence. Construction of suitable 
vectors containing one or more of these components employs standard ligation techniques which are known to 
the skilled artisan. 
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The PRO may be produced recombinantly not only directly, but also as a fusion polypeptide with a 
heterologous polypeptide, which may be a signal sequence or other polypeptide having a specific cleavage site 
at ihe N-terminus of the mature protein or polypeptide. In general, the signal sequence may be a component of 
the vector, or it may be a part of the PRO-encoding DNA that is inserted into the vector. The signal sequence 
may be a prokaryotic signal sequence selected, for example, from the group of the alkaline phosphatase, 
5 penicillinase, lpp, or heat-stable enterotoxin II leaders. For yeast secretion the signal sequence may be, e.g., 
the yeast invertase leader, alpha factor leader (including Saccharomyces and Kluyveromyces a-factor leaders, 
the latter described in U.S. Patent No. 5,010,182), or acid phosphatase leader, the C. albicans glucoamylase 
leader (EP 362,179 published 4 April 1990), or the signal described in WO 90/13646 published 15 November 
1990. In mammalian cell expression, mammalian signal sequences may be used to direct secretion of the 
10 protein, such as signal sequences from secreted polypeptides of the same or related species, as well as viral 
secretory leaders. 

Both expression and cloning vectors contain a nucleic acid sequence that enables the vector to replicate 
in one or more selected host cells. Such sequences are well known for a variety of bacteria, yeast, and viruses. 
The origin of replication from the plasmid pBR322 is suitable for most Gram-negative bacteria, the 2fi plasmid 

15 origin is suitable for yeast, and various viral origins (SV40, polyoma, adenovirus, VSV or BPV) are useful for 
cloning vectors in mammalian cells. 

Expression and cloning vectors will typically contain a selection gene, also termed a selectable marker. 
Typical selection genes encode proteins that (a) confer resistance to antibiotics or other toxins, e.g., ampicillin, 
neomycin, methotrexate, or tetracycline, (b) complement auxotrophic deficiencies, or (c) supply critical nutrients 

20 not available from complex media, e.g., the gene encoding D-alanine racemase for Bacilli. 

An example of suitable selectable markers for mammalian cells are those that enable the identification 
of cells competent to take up the PRO-encoding nucleic acid, such as DHFR or thymidine kinase. An 
appropriate host cell when wild-type DHFR is employed is the CHO cell line deficient in DHFR activity, 
prepared and propagated as described by Urlaub et al. , Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. USA , 77:4216 (1980) . A suitable 

25 selection gene for use in yeast is the trpl gene present in the yeast plasmid YRp7 [Stinchcomb et al. , Nature . 
282:39 (1979); Kingsman et al., Gene . 7:141 (1979); Tschemper et al., Gene . 10:157 (1980)]. The trpl gene 
provides a selection marker for a mutant strain of yeast lacking the ability to grow in tryptophan, for example, 
ATCC No. 44076 or PEP4-1 [Jones, Genetics . 85:12 (1977)]. 

Expression and cloning vectors usually contain a promoter operably linked to the PRO-encoding nucleic 

30 acid sequence to direct mRNA synthesis. Promoters recognized by a variety of potential host cells are well 
known. Promoters suitable for use with prokaryotic hosts include the P-laetamase and lactose promoter systems 
[Chang et al., Nature . 275:615 (1978); Goeddel et al., Nature , 281:544 (1979)], alkaline phosphatase, a 
tryptophan (trp) promoter system [Goeddel, Nucleic Acids Res.. 8:4057 (1980); EP 36,776], and hybrid 
promoters such as the tac promoter [deBoer et al., Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. USA . 80:21-25 (1983)]. Promoters 

35 for use in bacterial systems also will contain a Shine-Dalgarno (S.D.) sequence operably linked to the DNA 
encoding PRO. 

Examples of suitable promoting sequences for use with yeast hosts include the promoters for 3- 
phosphoglycerate kinase [Hitzeman et al., J. Biol. Chem.. 255:2073 (1980)] or other glycolytic enzymes [Hess 
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et d-. J- Adv. Enzvme Reg.. 7:149 (1968); Holland, Biochemistry . 17:4900 (1978)], such as enolase, 
glyceraldehyde-3-phosphate dehydrogenase, hexokinase, pyruvate decarboxylase, phosphofructokinase, glucose- 
6-phosphate isomerase, 3-phosphoglycerate mutase, pyruvate kinase, triosephosphate isomerase, phosphoglucose 
isomerase, and glucokinase. 

Other yeast promoters, which are inducible promoters having the additional advantage of transcription 
controlled by growth conditions, are the promoter regions for alcohol dehydrogenase 2, isocytochrome C, acid 
phosphatase, degradative enzymes associated with nitrogen metabolism, metallothionein, glyceraldehyde-3- 
phosphate dehydrogenase, and enzymes responsible for maltose and galactose utilization. Suitable vectors and 
promoters for use in yeast expression are further described in EP 73,657. 

PRO transcription from vectors in mammalian host cells is controlled, for example, by promoters 
obtained from the genomes of viruses such as polyoma virus, fowlpox virus (UK 2,211,504 published 5 July 
1989), adenovirus (such as Adenovirus 2), bovine papilloma virus, avian sarcoma virus, cytomegalovirus, a 
retrovirus, hepatitis-B virus and Simian Virus 40 (SV40), from heterologous mammalian promoters, e.g., the 
actin promoter or an immunoglobulin promoter, and from heat-shock promoters, provided such promoters are 
compatible with the host cell systems. 

Transcription of a DNA encoding the PRO by higher eukaryotes may be increased by inserting an 
enhancer sequence into the vector. Enhancers are cis-acting elements of DNA, usually about from 10 to 300 
bp, that act on a promoter to increase its transcription. Many enhancer sequences are now known from 
mammalian genes (globin, elastase, albumin, a-fetoprotein, and insulin). Typically, however, one will use an 
enhancer from a eukaryotic cell virus. Examples include the SV40 enhancer on the late side of the replication 
origin (bp 100-270), the cytomegalovirus early promoter enhancer, the polyoma enhancer on the late side of the 
replication origin, and adenovirus enhancers. The enhancer may be spliced into the vector at a position 5' or 
3' to the PRO coding sequence, but is preferably located at a site 5' from the promoter. 

Expression vectors used in eukaryotic host cells (yeast, fungi, insect, plant, animal, human, or nucleated 
cells from other multicellular organisms) will also contain sequences necessary for the termination of 
transcription and for stabilizing the mRNA. Such sequences are commonly available from the 5' and, 
occasionally 3 ' , untranslated regions of eukaryotic or viral DNAs or cDNAs. These regions contain nucleotide 
segments transcribed as polyadenylated fragments in the untranslated portion of the mRNA encoding PRO. 

Still other methods, vectors, and host cells suitable for adaptation to the synthesis of PRO in 
recombinant vertebrate cell culture are described in Gething et al., Nature . 293:620-625 (1981); Mantei et al., 
Nature . 281:40-46 (1979); EP 117,060; and EP 117,058. 

4. Detecting Gene Amplification/Expression 
Gene amplification and/or expression may be measured in a sample directly, for example, by 
conventional Southern blotting, Northern blotting to quantitate the transcription of mRNA [Thomas, Proc. Natl. 
Acad. Sci. USA, 77:5201-5205 (1980)], dot blotting (DNA analysis), or in situ hybridization, using an 
appropriately labeled probe, based on the sequences provided herein. Alternatively, antibodies may be employed 
that can recognize specific duplexes, including DNA duplexes, RNA duplexes, and DNA-RNA hybrid duplexes 



189 



